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Agreeably to a vote of the town, at the Annual
ing, March, 1861, authorizing the Selectmen to
cause to be printed, a statement of the amount of
expenditures for the current year, and the amount

Town Meetprepare and
taxes raised,
of the town

debt, the Selectmen present the following report:

Money received by the Selectmen of the town of Canaan, for
the year 1361.
Amount of taxes assessed for 1861,

School-house tax, for district No. 4,
Literary Fund received from the state,
Interest on Literary Fund,
Received from the county, for keeping county paupers,
in 1860,
Received from the state, for railroad tax,
Received of the town of Lebanon, for support of H.
Hoffman,
Received of the town of Orange, for support of KH. W.
Johnson,
Received of the town of Grafton, for support of Dunham and Stickney families,
Moses G. Kelley, Liquor Agent,
John T. Milton,
st

$5,235.63

25.05
153.90
60.00

8387.70
172.34

2.98
4.02

22.00
43.29
76.01

$6,685.87
The Selectmen credit themselves as follows:
Paid state tax,
county tax,
Moses G. Kelley, Liquor Agent,
John T. Milton,

e

$319.90
683.92

40.00
50.00

$1,093.82
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School money paid out as follows:

School District No. 1,

$96.42

ae
3,
|
4,
5,
6,
he
8,
En
10,
lat
12,
18,
14,
15,
16,
i
18,
19,
20,
ZA,
William L. Harris, district united fo Enfeld,
Francis H. Wells,
‘s
K. QO. Lowell, district united to ae:

114.25
17.00
23.18
24.72
15.75
160.00
38.45
26.75
33.16
68.68
30.70
22.34
61.40
19.60
16.50
24.07
37.00
23.20
30.40
15.50
8.09
6.08
46

|

Paid to the several school districts, Literary Fund and
Railroad tax,

$913.70
321.10

$1,234.80

Paid for repairing school-house in district No. 4,

$25.05.

Miscellaneous Expenses.

G. Parker Lyon, for blanks and stationery,
Moses Hadley, services at town meeting,
K. Barney, for stationery,

$2.63
2.00
33)

A. F. Blake, for cleaning cannon, and freight on same
to Concord,

Lyman Hadley, for services at town meeting, —
J. W. Patterson, School Commissioner,

2.65

2.00
18.28.
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R. C. Leeds, for right of way for Alvah Gilman and
Benjamin H. Holt,

2.00

Town of Hanover, for surveyor perambulating the line
between said towns,

2.00

S. W. Clement, for taking affidavit,
John M. Barber, for recording births, deaths and marriages, and repairing hearse,
James Doten, for watering-trough,
Horace 8. Currier, for office rent,

1.00

15.92
1.00
3.00

William ©. Smith, for services as surveyor,
William Atherton,
for services taking care of town house
and hearse-house,

15
6.00

Roswell Elliott, for services copying Proprietors’
Records, and taking affidavits (twenty dollars for
copying and six dollars for affidavits),
Josiah Clark, for working nonresident tax,
William Aldrich,
vs
.
Stephen Morse, for shingles for poor farm,
William G. Somers, stationery,
Norman Hadley, services at town meeting,
J. A. Sanborn & Co., board,

26.00
7.50
1.88
9.63
5.00
2.00
23.44

185.01
Paid out for Roads and Bridges.
C. D. Washburn, for labor,
Anthony Columbia,
“
George Hinkson,
re

‘Thomas 8. Marshall,

!

‘“

Ejihu Derby,
A
Peabody M. Daines, for rubbling river near Wells bridge,
L. 8. Hartshorn, for working nonresident highway tax,
Hiram Jones, for labor,
Moses Tucker,
as
|
Charles Temple,
“

‘Stephen Peaslee, for lumber and labor,

$3.50
1.50
2.50

3.12

3.00
10.12
3.00
1.13
1.50
5.95

13.00

Rufus Richardson, for labor,
Joseph Sherburn,
‘S

1.00
3.00

Jesse Martin,

es

4.50

George Davis,

is

5.64

John H. Lathrop,

<s

9.88

‘Moses C. Tucker,

i

1.20
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Horatio Gates, for plank and labor,
Caleb S. Bartlett, for labor,
William Burnham,
tf

T. 8. Lathrop, for plank and labor,
John F. Clough, for labor,

Barnard & Brothers.

‘“

Peter 8. Wells, for plank,
Henry H. Wilson,
“*
Alvah Gilman, for more on bridge,
Joel Dean,
Carlton C. Clark, for ie

George P. Clark, for labor and plank,
Josiah Clark, for labor,
R. B. Clark,
Me

Charles Day, for plank and timber,
William Peters, for labor and plank,
Pattee & Perley,
ee
Stephen Morse,
x
Dustin & Somers,

oe

3.

Brown & Farnum, for plank,
Henry ©. George, for ae and plank,
Levi F. Webster,

John Clark,
aS
Stephen Morse,
y
Hollis B. Whitney, for plank,

Fe
H

8.11
17.95
4.25
1.74
5.88
5.00
14.62
2.16
7.00
6.50
3.50
7.84
6.00
1.87
29.86
25.68
64
13.03
33.15
7.84
T.60
7.79
3.00
2.02
14.62

$317.19
Paid for Building New Roads.
Joseph C. Lary,
A. & J.C. Lary, for land damage,

$437.67
1.00
$4388.67

Paid out for Labor Breaking Roads.

Norman Hadley,
George Fayles,
James F. Rogers,
Moses A. Brocklebank,

B. B. Whitney,
Jacob 8. Clark,
Wn. Aldrich,

$9.00
3.36
2.00
4.00
7.83
7.00
5.00

Lyman Hadley,
L. 8S. Hartshorn,
Moses French,
Nathaniel EH. Bartlett,
C. H. Wells,
Arrington Gibson,
Caleb 8. Bartlett,
H. Gates,
Hiram Jones,
Jonathan Bickford,

Moses Hadley,

.

Selden L. Crockett,
John H. Swett,
William Welch,
Leonard Aldrich,
Charles Davis,

Charles Temple,
Moses C. Tucker,
Moses Tucker,
Samuel Loverin,
Frank Butman,
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John 8. Shepard,
Moses EK. Currier,

Sylvester Flanders,
Stephen Peaslee,
Farnum Hinkson,
David Hoyt,

George W. Fogg,
John O. Barnes,

George & Currier,
Isaac Davis,

John Duphunett,
John Clark,
Samuel Loverin,
Levi F. Webster,
Asahel B. Aldrich, .
Moses Hadley,

John Murray,
Welcome Aldrich,
H. C. George,
Aaron Aldrich,
.

$186.66

8
Paid out for Support of Town Poor.

James H. Kelley, for support of Samuel Clough,
$16.00
J.S. Crawford, for support of Mrs. Whittier,
15.00
Pattee & Burnham, for support of Mrs. Gordon,
1.77
C. G. Morgan & Co.,
se
3.26
Esther J. Corliss, services in the raialy of Wm. Gordon,
2.00
Joseph Stanley, for coffin for Mr. Gordon’s girl,
5.00
G. W. Clark, for meal for Gordon family,
2.87
Joseph Fifield, salary,
200.17
Samuel Williams, for beef furnished Gordon family,
hee
G. W. Clark, for support of Gordon family,
4,24
Ellen Washburn, for services for Gordon family,
4.75
Lovina A. Brown,

ay

ys

1.93

Kenyan & Currier, support for Gordon family,
C. G. Morgan & Co., “
Ff
EK. Gilmore, for digging grave for Gokdan girl,

8.58
2.00
1.00

Pattee & Burnham, for Gordon family,
E. C. Chandler,

10.31
17.35

Joshua Wells, for clothing forStephenJenness,

12.00

Sarah Colby, for car-fare,
Hannah Page, for support of Almira Page,
J. 8. Crawford, for support of Mrs. Whittier,
A. R. Bullard, doctoring Gordon family,

4.00
10.50
15.00
10.00

Frederick H. Hobert, for services in Gordon family,

6.50

James H.- Kelley, for necessaries furnished town farm,
James H. Kelley, for necessaries furnished town farm,
James
M. H.
Frank
Rufus
Simon
Frank

H. Kelley, for support of Aaron Bradbury,
Milton, for support of Almira Page,
Butman, for digging grave for Asa Kimball,
Richardson, for support of Mary Richardson,
Dodge, for coffin for John Fales,
Butman, for support of Polly Richardson,

Joseph Fifield, ‘for services on town farm,
Jesse Martin, for support of town poor,
J.J. Pollard, for support of Mrs. Pollard,
James H. Kelley, for support of Samuel. Clough,
M. H. Milton, for support of Almira Page,
M. H. Milton, for support of Joseph Milton,
Laura A. Sanborn, for nursing Gordon family,
Ara Wheat, for doctoring Almira Page,
)
“3
Wm. Gordon,
A. R.Bullard, for doctoring Wm. Gordon,

60.00
20.00
15.00
10.00
~

2.00
52.00
6.00
26.00
7.88
6.00
35.00
2.41
15.75
100.00
10.00
1.50
2.00

3.8)

-

9
EK. R. Colby, for services at the death of Aaron Bradbury,
Joseph Fifield, for services on town farm,

R. B. Clark, for support of H. W. Johnson family,
Charles Day, for necessaries furnished and cash paid
out at the death of Aaron Bradbury,

Town of Enfield on Dr. Skinner’s bill for Berne
Gordon family,
Pattee & Perley, for support of A.- Welch boy,
“
‘¢ clothing for James Kimball,
Bleaze Barney, for clothing for Sullivan boy,
=
support of Laura Sanborn,
J Hits H. Relley; for support of Aaron Bradbury,
necessaries furnished town farm,
Dishes & Perley, for Gordon family,
J. 8S. Crawford, for support of Mrs. Whittier,
J.J. Pollard, for keeping Sarah Pollard,

Nathaniel EK. Huntoon, for digging grave for Gordon
girl,

Albert Whitney, for shirt for Charles Abbott,
C. G. Morgan & Co., for robe for Gordon girl,
Pattee & Perley, paid F. Kimball,
M. H. Milton, for necessaries furnished town farm,

Bs Morgan, for doctoring Susan Sanborn,
ie

John Fales,

M. H. Milton, paid Mrs. Alsea Clough,
James Hi. Kelley, for support of Laura A. Ford and
family,
James H. Kelley, for support of Samuel Clough,
Edward Story, for coffin for Gordon girl,
Eleazer Barney, for necessaries furnished Job B. Jenness family, residue.of account of 72.00, included in
soldiers rations,

A. Mongan, for doctoring Daniel Stickney family,
ue
P. O. Dunham family,
‘
Willard Dunham family,
Eleazer Barney, for pair.of boots for Anthony Welch
boy,
Dexter Richardson, for support of Samuel Clough,
Joseph Sherburn, for rye furnished town farm,
George P. Clark, for plow
“
Joseph Herbert, for blacksmithing for i farm,
Smiley Tilton, for cow furnished town farm,

10
Anis Swett, for cow furnished town farm,
N. P. Taplin, for doctoring Mary Richardson,
Wm. P. Weeks, house rent for Job Jenness,

14.00
6.87
4.00

$1,256.06
Paid out for support of County Poor.

Joseph ©. Peters, for two coffins furnished Charles Abbott and Joel Browe’s child,
Isaac Whitney, for services at the death of Chas. Abbott,
Pattee & Perley, for support of Henry Daniels,
Joseph Dustin, for house rent and firewood furnished
Murta Columbia,

10.00
12.47
15.00

Clark Clough, for support of Mrs. Bradbury and family,
Pattee & Perley,
Frank P. Swett,

$7.00

‘“
‘

Henry Daniels,
Mary A. Low and mother,

David Legro,
%
J. K. Wood’s family,
Mary Aldrich,
te
Mrs. Sylvester,
Joseph Dustin, house rent for
‘s
Thomas Sanborn, support of J. K. Wood’s family,
Charles Day, for house rent and wood furnished James
Trobridge,
William Aldrich, for support of Sylvester family,
Pattee & Perley,
Andrew Abbott,

5.00
4.00
11.09

Lae
5.00
7.00
16.21

Pattee & Perley,

i

Pattee & Perley,

a

EK. Waterman,

16.00
5.00
Og
1.50
2.00

EK. Barney,

s

J. K. Wood,

12.09

J. H. Kelley,

“i

J. Latouch,

M. H. Milton,

tf

Mrs. Low,

Henry Daniels,

Daj ed. Ielloiyyh
iva:
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Agni
W. G. Somers, for money paid out to carry Anthony
Richards to Canada,

John Barnard, for Mrs. Sylvester,
Hannah Page, for Mrs. Low,
Thomas Sanborn, for taking care of Antoine Carron
in sickness,
Pattee & Perley, for Bridget Bassett,
Pattee & Perley, for Bradbury family,
M. H. Malton, for coffin for Aaron Bradbury,
A. Morgan, for doctoring County Poor,
J. W. Thorp,
4s
J. K. Wood,

2.65
24.04

6.72
8.00

21.94
67
128.70
2.67
13.00

4.75

31.50
50

11
M. H. Milton, for Bradbury family,
J. H. Kelley, for Trobridge and family,
Thomas Sanborn, for Sylvester family,
Clark & Elliott, for
3

52.28
80.95
3.36
15

C. C. Clark, for Andrew J. Abbott,
Ara Wheat, for doctoring,
Clark Clough, for Mrs. Bradbury,
Clark Clough, for Joseph Sylvester and family,
James H. Kelley, support of A. J. Abbott,
Dustin & Somers, load of wood and bushel of potatoes

3.65
LB WAL
33.00
33.73
1.68

for J. K. Wood,
Dustin & Somers, for load wood to Joseph Sylvester’s

2.30

family,

2.00

Eleazer Barney, for support of Henry Daniels,
Asahel Aldrich, for digging grave for Charles Abbott,
John Wilson, house rent for

John K. Wood,

H. C. George, for support of Henry Daniels,
H. C. George,
ue
Andrew J. Abbott,
N. P. Taplin, for doctoring John K. Wood,
Henry ©. George, for money paid out for county poor,
N. P. Taplin, for doctoring William Berry’s family,
N. P. Taplin,
sf
Henry Daniels,
N. P. Taplin,
s
Antoine Carron,
N. P. Taplin,
"
Joseph Sylvester’s family,
William W. George, use of stove for Mirta Columbia,
one year,
Wm. P. Weeks, for support of Latouch family,
Ozias 8. Bagley, for services at the death of Aaron
Bradbury,
Dexter Richardson, for digging grave for Aaron Bradbury,
Wn. Welch, for carding wool for Mary A. Low,
Due from the County for support of Paupers on Poor
Farm,

5.00
1.00
1.50
3.18
71
8.00
3.90
4.50
20.00
40.00
2.90
2.00

12.00
2.00
2.00
6
398.74

$1,296.72
Services of Town Officers.
William G. Somers, 1st Selectman,

Henry C. George,
Stephen Morse,

2d
3d

a
"

$98.75

64.90
70.00
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John M. Barber, Town-Clerk,
George Harris, Treasurer,
Alpheus Preston, Collector,
Wadleigh Goodhue, Superintending School Committee,
George WwW. Davis,
Wm. P. Weeks, Auditor,

Wm. W. George, . “*

12.00
10.00
57.86

25.00
25.00
9.00
9.00
$381.51

Paid out for Families of Volunteers.

Charles Robie’s wife and two children,
Joseph Sylvester’s wife and two children,
K. W. Johnson’s wife and two children,
Job B. Jenness’ wife and two children,
Andrew J. Derush’s wife and two children,
Placy Adams’ wife and one child,

George
Thomas
Wilham
George

W. Kimball’s wife and one child,
McNabb’s wife,
Tolbert’s wife and one child,
County’s parents,
Henry Hoffman’s wife and two children,
Stephen Shepard’s wife,
Frank T. Dustin’s mother,
Peter Perron’s wife,
James Kimball’s wife and one child,
William E. Allard’s wife and one child,

Anthony Welch’s wife and two children,

$76.42
72.00
60.00
72.00
72.00
48.00
48.00
24.00
32.00
100.00
52.00
20.00
16.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
86.00
$800.42

RECAPITULATION.

Money received by the Selectmen.
Whole amount of taxes assessed,
County money,
Literary fund money ane the State,
Railroad tax,

$5,285.63
837.70
153.90
172.34
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Interest on literary fund money,
For the support of Mary Hoffman,
From the town of Orange,
JohnT. Milton, liquor agent,
Moses G. Kelley, liquor agent,
School-house tax District No. 4,

60.00
5.98
4.02
76.01
43.29
25.05

From the town of Grafton,
Due from the county over and above what was received

22.00

for the year 1860,

439.02

$7,074.89
Money paid out.

State tax,
County tax,
Schooling,
School-house tax for District No. 5,
Town officers,
Roads and bridges,
Breaking roads,
Building new roads,

Support of town poor,
Support of county poor,
Miscellaneous: expenses,
Volunteers’ wives and families,

$319.90
683.92
1,234.80
25.05
381.51

317.19
186.66
438.67

/

1,256.06
1,296.72
135.01
800.42

Liquor agents,

90.00

Amount received by Selectmen brought down,
Leaving a balance against the town over and above the
money received, of —

Money borrowed
1861.
July 23.
Dec. 31.
** 31.

$7,165.91
7,074.89
$91.02

to pay Soldiers’ Familhes, and to pay bills
of 1861.

Converse Goodhue,
Alfred M. Shackford,
Lebanon Bank,

|

$1,000.00
100.00
300.00

14

1862.
Feb. 1.
*¢ 1.

Isaac N. Blodgett,
Abby D. Barnes,
Interest estimated at

300.62
200.00
40.33

|

$1,995.95

The Selectmen discharge themselves as follows:
Paid soldiers’ wives and families,

$800.42 ©

Paid on new bills for which no orders have been given,
and which now

remains

in the Treasurer’s or Col-

lector’s hands,

994.76

$1,795.18
Balance paid to Treasurer or paid on old orders,

$200.77

7

List of Unsettled Bills for 1860, not reported last year.
Charles Richardson, 8. 8. Committee,
Caleb Jones, breaking roads,
Uriah F. Lary, “
:
New-Hampshire Asylum, for Mrs. Pollard,
Joseph Fifield, balance on salary, 1859,

* $25.00
3.00
8.00
166.00
118.87

Town of Alexandria, for support of Mrs. Whittier, 1860,
Caleb Jones, for taking care of Sarah Colby in 1860,
Wm. L. Williams, for damage to horse and cart,
G. W. Murray, on Lary road execution,
R. C. Leeds, evidence on Lary road case,
,
Pike & Kittredge, over and above reported last year,
Dexter Richardson, balance for collecting taxes,
Joseph Fifield, for services on town farm,
™
George Harris, interest on note,
Moses: Hi. Currier, “* ‘Sate
Horace Chase,
oC
Shae

Ara Wheat, for doctoring county poor in 1856 and 1857,

54.19
20.00
100.00
137.58
1.25
145.78
LEG
95.00
— 16.63
5.36
15.00

16.64

$940.23

15
ABATEMENT

OF TAXES

FOR

1861.

No. 1.

Eleazer Martin, for tax on.interest sworn off,
John L. Burbank, over taxed,
Edwin Shepard, over taxed,
Xbenezer Bennett, illegal,

Gilbert 8. Hadley, over taxed,
Nathan M. Currier, over taxed,
Nathaniel Currier, error in taxing,

$12.01
1.11
1.96
4.14
3.24
1.85
65

Taxes, 1860.
Moses Kimball,
Daniel Sullivan,
L. B. Wood,
David Heath,
James Kimball,
Austin Dunham,
William Allard,
Moses Night,
Miriam Towle,
Asa Wood, Jr.,
Lucius Welch,
EKrastus Nesmith,

Mary A. Low,
Betsey Barber,
Ezekiel Fifield,
Job B. Jenness,
KE. W. Livingston,

William Berry,
John J. French,
John Jones,
Henry Daniels,
Dow & Davis,
James M. Welch,
David Fowle,
Ephraim Ellsworth,
Stephen H. Towle,

Lucy Knight,
Aaron Bradbury,
Joseph McClure,
Lucy Dow,

Dia
2 O38
papas
DS
28
293
Des
Que
1.389
1.62
2.23
2.79
1.86
.93
23
2.47
46
2.40
B20
93
2.54
14.85
2.28
2.79
6.88
PhS
3.40
2.95
pypity
' 4,68
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John Dean,
Joseph Lougee,
Abial Sharp,

2.23
5.95
2.47

Gilman Hardy,

5.17

Morse Kimball,
school-house tax in District No. ify
Thomas W. Butman,
of
<6,
és
Hrastus Nesmith,
zy
ae
43
$f
George W. Kimball,
et
cy
ff
M. F. Phelps,
2
cs
i
A
William Talbott,
school-house tax in District No. T,
Warren Hamlett,
=
“
FS
és
ae
William Berry,
°F
=
Dennis County,
“
A
a
Abial Sharp,
‘s
a
3:
oF
HK. QO. Lowell, illegal,
“
et
i
is
Cyrus P. Eaton,
‘
oh
f
B. G. Cross,
|
ts
tf
.
“
Cyrus B. Cole,
‘
nf
tf

AQ
49
.60
oo
49
.20
28
22
.20
ey
24
27
.20
18

Mghway Taxes.

George W. Clark, Enfield, error,
William Huse,
Day, Wilson & Chicet
Benjamin Choate,
Benjamin Blake,

i

ees)
|
|

Alfred Huse,
Nonresident tax,
‘

2.25
38
08
84
08
3.62

Taxes, 1859.

Job B. Jenness,

1.94

Seth Houghton,
Henry Daniels,
David Towle,
Russell Goss,
Aaron Bradbury,
Asa Woods, school-house tax,

1.94
2.30
2.91
40
1.94
1.60

:

Taxes, 1856.
David: Towle,

2.14

17
Taxes, 1857.

Charles H. Rogers,
Edwin E. Shattuck,
Charles D. Washburn,
Charles D. Washburn, school-house tax,

John Greeley,
David Towle,
John Greeley,
David Towle, school-house tax,
Taxes, 1860.

Leonard S. Fellows,

Sally Holt,
Daniel Stickney,

$206.29
Notes due from the Town.

1857.
1857.
1857.
ee core
Feb.
12, 1859.
May 19,
Aug. 10,

Pattee & Perley,
A. G. Arvin,
D. H. Campbell,
Henry Martin,
Ebenezer Bennett,
John Packard,
Dorcas Pattee,
Nancy Kimball,

Sept. 2,
Nov. 21,

Moses Hadley, 3d,
Lebanon Bank,

Dec.

Iphena Dow,

Feb. 12,

Sept. 2,

Pec.
Apr.
Nov.
Mar.
Apr.
Dec.
Feb,
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Diae.
Mar.

1,

1,
28, 1860.
5,
2,
14,
2,
11, 1861.
14,
23,
23,
23,
2,
2,

George W. Hadley,

George L. Whittier,
William Whittier,

Richard Hutchinson,
Horace Chase, .

James Calcott,

James Calcott,
John Packard,
Edward Currier,

Mary Clark,

John Currier,
Susan A. Cobb,
Dexter Harris,
Custin & Cobb,

87.52
73.80
89.62
849.64
366.65
53.00
1,200.00
502.00
500.00
100.00
1,585.00
191.73
100.00
180.00
150.00
535.36
4.00.00
150.00
911.50
76.64
150.00
120.93
80.00
156.57
71.76
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Apr. 10.
May 4,
May 20,
May 20,

Mary Clark,
Isaac N. Blodgett,
Henry Martin,
Dorcas Pattee,

400.00
390.00
50.00
100.00

June 19,
Feb. 1, 1862,
Feb. 1,
Feb. 1,
Feb. 1,

Alfred M. Shackford,
Hudson M. Richardson,
Alfred Davis,
Martin Davis,
Moses E. Currier,

100.00
25.00
300.00
619.54
100.00

Feb.

Isaac Davis,
Edward Currier,

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

1,
1,
5,
8,

Isaac N. Blodgett, |
Chamberlin Packard,
George Harris,

17.71
262.96
775.00
74.98
26.60

Interest estimated at

$10,623.51
1,032.43

Total indebtedness prior to 1861,

$11,655.94

Notes and Property on hand belonging to the Town.

Literary Fund money on hand over one thousand
dollars,
2
$390.94
Due from G. W. Murray, as reported last year,
68.00
Liquors on hand,
191.00
Due from the County,
1,276.72

Due from N. P. Taplin,

‘

69.00

Note M. G. Kelley,
Due from Norman Hadley,
Property in poor farm,

21.00
208.00
694.91

$2,919.57
Outstanding debts not settled and not reported last
year,
$940.28
Abatement of taxes,
Balance against the town over and above money received,

206.29
91.02

Total of indebtedness over and above available funds, $9,773.14
All of which is respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM G. SOMERS, ) Selectmen

HENRY

STEPHEN

C. GEORGE,

of

MORSE,

Canaan.
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The undersigned have carefully examined the foregoing accounts, and find them correctly cast and properly vouched.

WM. P. WEEKS, } 43,
WM. W. GEORGE, § 70":
March 38, 1862.

At Town Meeting the Selectmen will have all the vouchers
present, to be exhibited, if called for.
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REPORT
OF THE

SUPERINTENDING

SCHOOL

COMMITTEE.

The Superintending School Committee of the town of Canaan
the following Report:
DISTRICT

submit

NO. 1....STREET.

Whole number attending Summer term, 82; average, 22; length of
school, 12 weeks. "Whole number attending Winter term, 28; average,
20; length of school, 7 8-11 weeks.
The Summer term was taught by Miss Mary A. George. Miss George
has had several years’ experience in teaching; is a thorough scholar, and
labors faithfully to perform her duty, both in and out of the school-room.
She aims to impart in a thorough manner solid and enduring knowledge,
and meets with good success. "We have no where attended more satisfactory examinations than in Miss George’s school.
The Winter term was taught by Mr. Royal M. Cole. Mr. Cole, perhaps, was not altogether adapted to the wants of this school; yet we are
satisfied he had to labor under adverse circumstances.
We fear the motives of some of the larger scholars in attending the school were not altogether free from

suspicion, while, at the same

time, the character

and

conduct of the school depends very much on the influence this class exerts
on the younger members.
If Mr. Cole failed to gain the good will of the
scholars, or resorted to means

that, under other circumstances, might be

of doubtful utility, still we are unable to discover that he could have taken

any other course without discredit to himself and injury to the best interests of the district. We think this teacher endeavored to faithfully pert
form his duty, and if he in any measure failed, it was not owing to a want
of zeal on his part. Several of the large boys left before the close of the
term; yet the examination at the close was quite as satisfactory as could be
expected under the circumstances.
The school was visited by the Prudential Committee and several others of the district.
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DISTRICT NO. 2.... FACTORY

VILLAGE.

Whole number attending the Summer term, 59; average, 37; length of
school, 14 weeks.

The Summer term was
drawback to the complete
tendance of the scholars.
ing, is a finished scholar,
This teacher seems

taught by Miss Miriam EH. Smith. The only
success of this school was the very irregular atMiss Smith has had much experience in teachand one of the very best teachers in the town.

to govern without apparent effort, and is determined

without being severe. This school was characterized by the strictest order,
and the scholars gave a good account of themselves at the examination.
The Winter term was taught by Mr. Amos J. Blake. The school was
visited by the Prudential Committee and several others. The order in this
school was not quite so good as might be desired; but when we take
into account the fact that this is the largest school in town, composed of
many small scholars, much allowance should be made. At the closing
examination we at once discovered that the teacher and scholars had made
‘common cause,” and worked together with commendable zeal, both in
and out of school. With such devotion, together with Mr. Blake’s excellent qualifications for teaching, entire failure is out of the question. This
school is furnished with a set of Fowle’s Outline Maps, which we consider
of more value to the school than ten times their cost. The examinations
in Geography, Grammar and Philosophy were very satisfactory.
DISTRICT

NO. 3....POOR FARM

DISTRICT.

Whole number attending the Summer term, 18; ayerage, 10; length of
school, 10 weeks.
Whole number attending the Winter term, 13; length
of school, 8 weeks.

The Summer term was taught by Miss Emeline Clough.
small and backward.

The teacher seemed to understand

This school is
her duties, and

the progress made was quite satisfactory.
The Winter term was taught by Mr. Caleb N. Homan.
This was Mr.
Homan’s first effort at teaching. There is but little attended to in this
school but reading and spelling. The progress made was as good as we
usually find in schools of this grade.
DISTRICT

NO. 4.

Average attendance during the term, 9; length of school, 18 weeks.
In this district there was but one term during the year, taught by Lizzie

M. Doton.

Miss Doton has had considerable experience in teaching, and

,we found her school in good condition. The teacher appeared to be anxious to do her duty, and the classes in Arithmetic and Grammar made
good improvement.
»

DISTRICT

NO. 5.

Whole number of scholars, 14; average attendance, 12 17-60; length
of school, 11 weeks.

This district also had but one term during the year, taught by Miss
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Georgiana Harris. This was the first effort also of Miss Harris, who is
quite young and somewhat diffident; yet her school was characterized by
good order, and there was good progress made, particularly in Arithmetic.
There is good reason to believe that Miss Harris will make a very useful
teacher.
DISTRICT

NO. 6.

Average attendance during the term, 5; length of school, 7 weeks.
The Summer term was taught by Sarah M. Tilton. This school also
appeared well, and there was good improvement made in all the studies
pursued. The discipline in this school was excellent.
The Winter term was taught by Miss Orissa Wilson. Miss Wilson has
taught in this town for several years, and we consider her a very successful
teacher. She holds the reins of government with a firm yet gentle hand,
and always succeeds in interesting her scholars in their studies. This
school has not yet closed, but is doing well.
DISTRICT

NO. 7....DEPOT

DISTRICT.

In this district there are two schools, the larger of which has been
taught, both Summer and Winter terms, by Miss Mary 8S. Hall. These
schools were very satisfactory, being characterized by good order, syste-

matic and thorough instruction—a commendable interest in every thing
that contributes to render a school a complete success. Good reviews were
given in the various branches pursued, which were conclusive evidence
that the labors of the teacher had not been in vain.
Whole

number

attending

Summer

term, 85;

average, 253; length of

school, 10 weeks. Whole number attending Winter term, 46; average,
85; length of school, 9 weeks.
e
The Summer term of the Primary Department was taught by Miss
Lizzie M. Doton. The appearance of this school was quite satisfactory.
As it is composed entirely of small scholars we could hardly expect to find
them altogether so quiet as children of more advanced years; yet fair
progress was made, and, so far as we can learn, the school was satisfactory

to the district.
The Winter term was taught by Miss Sarah M. Tilton. We consider
this a very useful term of school. The teacher was both competent and
faithful, and the school made good improvement while under her care.
Average number attending during the term, 264; length of school, 10
weeks. Average attendance during the Winter term, 24 3-5; length of
school, 9 weeks.
DISTRICT

NO. 8.

Whole number of scholars attending the Summer teria 9; length of
school, 9 weeks. Whole number attending the Winter term, 18; average,
11; length of school, 10 weeks.

The Summer term was taught by Miss Emily C. Jones.

Miss Jones is
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quite young, and this was also her first effort at teaching; but she showed
both natural and acquired fitness for her work. This school was characterized by quiet demeanor, industrious, habits and love of learning. From
unavoidable circumstances the committee visited this school but once during the term. The appearance of the school was creditable to both teacher
and pupils, and, we believe, generally satisfactory to the district.
The Winter term was taught by Mr. Alvin Davis.
Mr. Davis is a resident of the district; has taught several terms in town.
His efforts in this
school were successful. We found some very interesting scholars in this
school; and the examination at the close was excellent—showing that the
scholars were still governed by those habits of industry and perseverance
that we have so often noticed in our former visits.
DISTRICT

Whole

weeks.

number

attending

NO. 9.

the Summer

term,

8;

length

of school, 8

Winter term not yet closed.

The Summer term was taught by Miss Lizzie M. Hadley. This was
Miss Hadley’s second term of school in this town, and, like most other beginners, she was obliged to enter a small school. It seems to us that it is
impossible to feel that interest in so few scholars which is necessary to call
out their capacity for teaching. To be confined all day in the school-room
with six or eight scholars, is a temptation to indifference and inactivity
which few are able to resist. Miss Hadley has fine educational qualifications, and, with more experience, may make a useful teacher.

The Winter term was taught by Mr. Jersine EH. Farnum.
At the commencement of the school it appeared well, and all seemed interested in
their work; but, as the school has not yet closed, we can not say what
progress has been made.
DISTRICT

NO. 10....PATTEE

DISTRICT.

Whole number attending the Summer term, 15; average attendance, 12;

length of school, 10 weeks.

Whole number, Winter. term, 13; length of

school, 9 weeks.

The Summer term was taught by Mrs. H.S. Tilton. Mrs. Tilton has
been a teacher for quite a number of years, and no doubt has done good
service in the cause of education.
At the closing examination of this
school it was very evident that this teacher had the faculty of interesting
the children and storing their minds with useful knowledge. The progress
made by the smaller scholars was quite satisfactory; but, as most of the
larger ones

were

disparagement
most

absent, we

can

not speak for them.

We consider it no

to Mrs. Tilton when we say that, in our judgment, the

useful portion of her life, as a teacher, has passed, and that she has

now arrived at that age where nature requires more quiet than is found in
the duties of the school-room, which are always toilsome and oftentimes
perplexing. We do not intend to intimate that she does not possess a clear
and vigorous intellect, and a mind well stored with useful knowledge.
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The Winter term was taught by Lizzie M. Carr. In consequence of
some of the scholars being taken sick with the scarlet fever, this school
closed before the term had expired. The committee visited the school but
once, and at that time found it ina prosperous condition. This school
stands very high in respect to its deportment, and in some branches it contains some of the most advanced scholars in town.

So far as we can learn,

this teacher gave general satisfaction.
DISTRICT

NO. 11....WEST

CANAAN

DISTRICT.

Whole number attending the Summer term, 382; average attendance, 26.

Winter term, whole number, 39; average, 29. Length of each term, 10
weeks.
This school, for the most of the time for the past two years, has been
poorly managed, and the scholars suffered to take their own course till insubordination became rampant and confusion complete. But this year all

has been changed.

Miss Frances R. Currier has taught both Summer and

Winter terms, and has brought order out of chaos, and quiet out of confusion. Miss Currier is an excellent teacher in every sense of the word.
She also governs without labored effort, and all her scholars seem to love
and respect her.

The result was, we were enabled to attend, with some of

the parents, an excellent examination. The scholars proved that they had
been thoroughly drilled in their various studies. A village of the enterprise and number of scholars

which

this district has, should not suffer its

school to languish for want of interest.
DISTRICT

NO. 12....SAWYER-HILL

DISTRICT.

Whole number attending the Summer term, 12; whole number attending the Winter term, 12; average, 8.
'

The Summer term was taught by Miss Ednah Jones. Miss Jones was
another young teacher, this being her first experience in the business; but
she showed that she possessed natural as well as acquired abilities for her

work.

The order in this school was good, and the scholars appeared to be

interested in their studies and made good improvement.
This teacher remarks, in her Register, that ‘‘there appears to be a lack
of interest among

the people of this district in regard to the school, and that the scholars are
faithful to follow the example of their parents.”
The Winter term was taught by Mr. A. EH. Miner.
The committee
visited this school at the commencement, and it appeared to be doing well.
This teacher, after keeping a few weeks, was obliged to leave on account
of ill health.
After some three weeks’ vacation he returned and finished
the school.
But as the committee had no notice of the time it closed, of
course the school was not visited the second time. Mr. Miner is a fine

scholar, but does not enjoy very good health. In his Register, he remarks
that, ‘owing to the shortness of the term, and the indifference of the
scholars, as well as the parents, in regard to their punctual attendance, all
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attempts to improve the school were nearly fruitless. Not more than three
or four scholars attended regularly through the term.”
DISTRICT

NO. 18.

Whole number of scholars attending, 8; length of school, 12 weeks.

There was but one term in this district, taught by Miss Sarah C. Richardson. This was a very small school, and on at least two visits of the
committee, there were only three or four scholars present. Miss Richardson appeared to do the best she could with the material she had to work
with. But there is such a monotony attending the duties of a teacher
under such circumstances, that there is no wonder that they should sometimes feel their task to be irksome and almost fruitless. We think the
school under as good improvement as could be expected.
DISTRICT

Whole

number

NO. 14....WEST-FARMS

DISTRICT.

attending the Summer term, 16; average number, 12;

length of school, 12 weeks. "Whole number attending the Winter term,
19; average attendance, 12 45-54; length of term, 10 weeks.
The Summer term was taught by Miss Abbie C. Cochran. Miss Cochran possesses much energy and force of character, and does her work as
though she were in earnest. There are some excellent scholars in this
school, and, at the examination of the various classes, they acquitted themselves with great credit—showing that they had been interested_in he
studies, and that their time had been well improved.
The Winter term was taught by Mr. Nathan H..Withington.
This
school had been keeping some two weeks before the committee were notified. When we visited the school it appeared about the same as we usually
find it—quiet and respectful. But we were not favorably impressed with
the appearance of the teacher. After the school had kept a few weeks the
scarlet

fever

broke

out in this district, and almost all the scholars were

obliged to leave the school. As there were only three or four scholars able
to attend, by the advice of the Prudential Committee and others, the
teacher left: so of course the committee

did not visit this school the sec-

ond time. We have made inquiries of those in the district who are well
qualified to judge, and it is our opinion, so far as the teacher is concerned,
that the school was a complete failure.
DISTRICT NO. 15.

Whole number of scholars, 11; average, 94; length of school, 20
weeks.
This school was taught by Miss Belinda M. Stevens. Here we found
all that makes a good school. The order was excellent, and Miss Stevens’
mode of teaching is clear and concise, and she seems to understand that
thoroughness is essential to good scholarship. At the review, the scholars
gave a good account of themselves, and some of them will rank among
the best in town.
We regard Miss Stevens as one of our most successful
teachers.
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DISTRICT NO. 16.

Whole number of scholars the first term, 6; average, 54; Whole number, Winter term, 9; average, 7 31-55.
weeks; of Winter term, 10 weeks.
The Summer term was taught by Miss

also a young teacher, and her first school.

small scholars, and few in number.

Length

of

Summer

term, 8

Pamelia T. Smiley. This is
The school is also composed of

The improvement was very satisfac-

tory, and the teacher gave us good evidence that she was capable of managing a much larger school than this, and more advanced scholars.
Winter term taught by Arabella M. Davis.
This was also the first
effort of Miss Davis in teaching. She is quite a good scholar, and had as
good success as the average of new beginners, yet we presume she will
discover some things that can be improved upon in her next effort.
DISTRICT

Whole

number

NO. 17....GOOSE POND

of scholars, Summer

DISTRICT.

term, 17; average, 164.

Winter

term register not returned.
Summer term taught by Miss Orissa C. Wilson. lLength-of school, 8 weeks.
This school was very satisfactory, being characterized by good order,
systematic and thorough instruction, and a lively interest in its prosperity. The result was an excellent examination at the close, attended by
some of the parents of the scholars, which goes to show that they feel an
interest in the welfare of the school. Miss Wilson has been employed
several times in this town, which is good evidence that her abilities are

appreciated.

Winter

term taught by Miss Abbie C. Cochran.

We vis-

ited this school at the commencement, and it appeared well. There was
quite an addition to the school of large scholars, who did not attend the
Summer term. We heard some very gvod reviews in arithmetic and
geography, but grammar is almost entirely neglected. We understand
Miss Cochran left this school before the term

closed, but for what reason

we have been unable to learn; and having had no notice of the closing of
the school, we therefore can not speak of the progress made.
.
DISTRICT

NO. 18.... BEECH

CORNER

DISTRICT.

This district has good’reason to be proud of its school. Both terms
were taught by Miss Laura A. Plummer.
The discipline of this school
was

excellent,

and

the aim

of the teacher

was

to make

the

scholars

understand the principles of the sciences they studied; and the examina-

tions,of the classes in arithmetic and grammar showed she had labored to
some purpose. There are several scholars in these branches as good as
any intown.
Theexperience and untiring labors of Miss Plummer have
enabled her to give the cause of education the right direction in this school.
Register not yet returned.

28
DISTRICT

NO. 19....FARNUM’S

DISTRICT.

Register not yet returned.
There was but one term in this district, which was taught by Miss Abbie
©. Cochran.
Miss Cochran has had considerable experience in teaching,
is a good scholar, and always seems to take a lively interest in her schools.
But we think, in her anxiety to accomplish a great deal in a short time,
she sometimes hurries the scholars over more ground than is consistent
with thoroughness. In this district, there is a feeling of contention between some of the parents, which has for some time contributed to lessen
the usefulness of the school. "Whenever one of the pupils ventures to express an opinion in favor of any teacher, it is a signal for the others to
take the opposite ground; and just so long as this state of things exists
the result in the school will be the same.
DISTRICT

NO. 20....GATES

DISTRICT.

Whole number attending Summer term, 11; length of school, 10 weeks.

Winter term not closed. The Summer term taught by Miss Lizzie M.
Cass.
We found this school in good condition, and making good progress in its
studies. Several circumstances prevented us from visiting this school but
once during this term. Miss Cass appears to be one of those teachers who
feels that she is in some degree responsible for the morals of her pupils, as
well as the progress they make in their various studies. Her steady habits
and pious example can not but exert a good and lasting influence upon the
minds of the children.
The Winter term was taught by Miss Arabel Hadley. This is Miss
Hadley’s second term in this district, which is good evidence that they
were well satisfied with her abilities and mode of teaching. We visited this
school but once, and found it every thing we could desire. It has some
weeks yet to keep, but we have no doubt both teachers and scholars will
give a good account of themselves at the close.
DISTRICT NO. 21.

Whole number attending the Summer term, 9;-average attendance, 6;
length of school, 103 weeks.
This school was taught by Miss Orinda T, Hayward.
After keeping
four weeks, she was obliged to suspend the school on account of sickness
among the children. She commenced again in September, and finished
the term. This is asmall school, and composed mostly of small scholars,
whose studies are chiefly rudimental.
Under such circumstances, with an
average of only six scholars, it would be hardly fair to judge of a téacher’s
capacity for teaching.
.

From the foregoing review of the schools we gather the following suggestions: There has been a decided improvement in the character of quite
a number of the schools. We think, with the exception of three or four,
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they have given satisfaction to their respective districts ; and in no case has
there been any serious difficulty or interruption of the schools, except
that which has been caused by sickness of either the teacher or scholars.
The teachers have generally sustained good examinations, and proved
efficient as practical instructors.
Too few of the Prudential Committees
and citizens have visited the schools, there having been only eighteen visits
by the committees, and three hundred and fifty by others. Twenty-two
female and six male teachers have been employed, and of these only seven
were beginners. We would also call your attention to some improvements
that should be made in our schools. In those districts that now have poor,
old school-houses, they should at once build new and good ones. All the
associations of the school-room should be pleasant, and both parents and
teachers should

strive to make

them

so.

Now

how

can

this be in old,

dilapidated school-rooms, so shattered as to afford but a poor protection
against the rain in summer; and in winter, while the thermometer is at
zero, on the back seats, the less favored pupil, on

the front seat, is suffer-

ing in an atmosphere heated to an hundred degrees. Next in importance to this is the requiring of your children to attend school punctually.
The scholar that is tardy and often absent from school soon loses all interest in his studies, while, at the same

time, he is forming habits that will,

in a greater or less degree, destroy his usefulness in future life. Out of the
large number of children who have attended our public schools the past
year, not more than fifty have been every day duringasingleterm.
Your
scholars, in youth, are forming habits for life. And what are the elements
that go to make up a successful life? Are they not diligence, perseverance, energy, and a strong determination to accomplish something noble
and good in the world?
Then make them practice these virtues in their
youth, and they will love them in their riper years.
‘* What considerate
man,” says Edward Everett, ‘‘can enter a school and not reflect with awe
that it isa seminary where immortal minds are training for eternity ? What
parent but is, at times, weighed down with the th ought that there must be

laid the foundation of a building which will stand when not merely temple and palace, but the perpetual hills, and the adamantine rocks on which
they rest, have melted away !—that a light may there be kindled which
will shine not merely when every artificial beam is extinguished, but when
the affrighted sun has fled from the heavens!”
All of which is respectfully submitted.

WADLEIGH GOODHUE, } 9 Qomin
Committee.
GEORGE

W.

DAVIS,

\ .

S.

